‘Lights for Signs, Seasons, Day, and Years’
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 17 God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. Genesis 1:14-19 (NASB)
Three evenings and three mornings have come and gone, but who, other than God, would have ever been able to tell the difference between them? How would we have kept time?
We wouldn’t have been able to do it. The lights in the heavens – specifically the “greater light” (the sun) and the “lesser light” (the moon) – enable us to do this. They “separate” day from night. They “give light” on the earth. But there is more. They are also for “signs” and for “seasons.” The words “signs” and “seasons” need some explanation since we read the Bible in English but it was written in Hebrew. Big difference!
[bookmark: _ftnref1]Mark Biltz writes, “In Hebrew…the word for signs is ‘owth’ and this word carries the meaning of sending signals. Think of a lighthouse on a dark and stormy night, trying to warn mariners of impending disaster. God created the sun and the moon as His own personal transmitters.”[1] The question we might ask is this, ‘Are we tuned in to hear what God is saying to us?’
[bookmark: _ftnref2][bookmark: _ftnref3]Knowing that the lights in the heavens are “for signs,” we might be tempted to think that the astrologers have had it right all along. Not so. “There is a big difference between biblical astronomy and astrology.[2]  In astrology, humans falsely assume it’s all about them, and then they end up worshipping created [things] rather than the Creator.”[3]
The lights in the heavens are solely for God’s purposes. They are His signs. They are His signals. They tell His story. The challenge we have is in the interpretation of these signs. We’ve been so out-of-tune with how God speaks to His creation through His heavenly signs that we’ve lost their meaning and so we largely ignore them. It’s only been in recent years that God has revealed to all who belong to Him the need to pay attention to what the sun, the moon, and the stars are doing. Still, we wrestle with what “signs” such as the “tetrads of Blood Moons on the Feast Days” mean.
The other purpose God gives us for the lights in the heavens is this: They are for “seasons.” The Hebrew word here is ‘moed’ and it does NOT mean spring, summer, fall, and winter. It means “appointments, convocations, assemblies, festivals.” God placed the lights in the heavens so that people could know when they were to gather together and meet with Him. Amazing! Who knew?
Israel knew. God revealed them to Israel and Israel has been observing them for approximately 3300 years, but these aren’t Israel’s “appointments, convocations, assemblies, festivals.” They are the Lord’s. When we understand their true meanings, then it becomes obvious that these “appointments, convocations, assemblies, festivals” of our Lord belong to all people, for all time. What are the “appointments, convocations, assemblies, festivals” of the Lord? They are Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.
[bookmark: _ftnref4]So, the lights in the heavens separate day from night. They allow us to differentiate between days and years. They are also the means through which God sends us signals, AND they are God’s day-timer. That is, His divine appointment calendar.  It is only in recent years that God has released the true meanings of “owth” and “moed” to western Christianity, and I am grateful for this. For now, I know that when Jesus came to earth the first time, he fulfilled ALL of the requirements of Spring Feasts of Passover and Pentecost. By extension, this means that when he returns to earth he’ll fulfill the requirements of the Fall Feast of Tabernacles. This is helpful information![4]
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